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Meitei Mayek - are the
scales tipped now

Before anybody could realize the Meitei Mayek
script now prevalently taught in all schools and
colleges in the state has caused a decisive schism
apart from a headache peculiar to the Meitei
Mayek issue so much alive in Manipur but not really
amounting to anything very important in terms of
its educational and cognitive worth that could
be discussed although such a discussion is now
unavoidable considering the futility of this
language as practicable linguistically, phonetically
and other factors relevant to education and a
syllabus for promoting that education as a subject
under the state educational board governing
schools and college education.

The fact of the matter is that the script is an
archaic one and it would have been impossible
to trace or know when precisely the written
scripts available for this language were lost as is
likely must have happened even if it could be
reasoned out in a hypothetical situation proving
that the language is and has been only a spoken
language as far back as the origin could be known.
Without sufficient available texts like literature,
or any codified written evidence the language
would not deserve the status of a written script
that is supported only by a 26-letter alphabet, as
is prescribed under the schools education syllabus.

To put it in layman’s language A,B,C,D....etc.,
Ato Z alphabets only and that only, would be the
Meitei Mayek’s claim to knowing all subjects and
that is an absurd claim; something that does not
exist in reality - a wild dream that has run amock
and caused dissension in how different groups on
the matter would view the ongoings in setting of
syllabus and much earlier in the introduction of
this subject as a language that is projected as
being able to explain everything related to
Manipur, something not relevant in schools and
college education anyway and something that
students would not be expected to know as a
part of schools and college education, but a fact
that was the underlying factor at the time the
issue was a compulsion on most of the educated
and thoughtful people in the state and has now
surfaced not only as a educational lacunae but
also a matter that is expected to snowball in the
way the syllabus was introduced by the state
education authorities involved - to keep the
debate alive - and further the appointments made,
the regularization of pay scales for the concerned
teachers - whose educational qualifications apart
from knowing the Meitei Mayek script have always
been in controversy for not meeting the standard
requirements for appointment to state
government jobs. This being the facts that
happened over the past decade or so concerning
this subject the point that is now - at this moment
- relevant is how much harm to Manipuri social
conditions this move has caused, involving the
secondary patenting of all newspapars, media,
shops in Imphal valley, billboards for
advertisements, and many other factors known
or unseen yet, that do not have anything to do
with the concern and the widespread promotion
of a Manipur that was being projected forcefully
at the time the Meitei Mayek activists were
supposed to have claimed a major victory for
the Meitei Mayek organizations and for Manipur
itself - as the organizations together deemed
correct.

The situation now was not foreseen even
by the casual bystanders who might have thought
it was in fact a change that was coming. But
was it really that - as is commonly being lived
now. Is Meitei Mayek a haunt or the boon it was
promised to be. Are children safe in the schools
and colleges. A review committee is certainly
called for if common wisdom should prevail.
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Operation Lebensraum
— lllegal Migration From Bangladesh

pointis, if you can deport them afterNational Register of Citizens in Juriato de-Hinduising those countries.
signing an agreement to that effectillage of Assams Nagaon district. Even though you were animportant
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with Bangladesh, it is the idealCredit: Reuters part of the students’ agitation, you
Now at 84, Bhattacharyya — accordedituation. But can you really do that?One solution you have mentioned in neverjoined Asom Gana Parishad
with the prestigious Friends of One must appreciate the groungour book is the creation of alabour (AGP) when it was formed, unlike
LiberationWar honour in 2013 by reality force made up of undocumented some others like Dinesh Goswami
Bangladesh government for trainingPeople who have filled the NRC forms  immigrants. (former union minister in the V.P.
Mukti Bahani cadres — has come upn Assam have been voting as After the NRC update is complete, theSingh government).

yet another bookQperation citizens. detection process would be more of never joined theAGP. After the
Lebensraum — lllegal Migration | want to point out that in most less done. So the question comes, whatcord was signed, some of us were
From BangladeskBloomsbury). It countries in Europe animerica will you do with those people? totally ignored by théGP leaders,
puts the lens on the perennial issutacing the issue of immigration, thereBangladesh has been anywayarticularly myself, Nibaran Bora
of cross-border immigration&ssam have been systems in placedenying the presence of any citizengprominent leader of thAssam
from a “global” perspective. according to which the first conditionillegally residing in India. Movement) and Kirti Nath Hazarika
In aninterview witiThe Vife, he said  for voting rights is that he/she shouldCan they be organised into a labougjournalist and writer who passed
the deportation of those found to bébe a citizen of that countiypnAssam, force?With the growing number of away in 2002). | feel, with us around,
non-citizens is no more an optionan absurd rule is being followed.middle-class families and expansion ofhe self agenda of the new leaders
adding, “Even a dignitary no less tharBecause you have been voting, yothe industrial base in India, thewould have been difficult to
the Pope has asked for theautomatically become acitizen. Thalemand for low-skilled labour materialise. That was the reason |
sympathetic treatment of theis the tragedy domestic workers, etc is there. Caffinally parted ways with th&AGP
migrants. The whole issue is a humaithis also brings us to question howAssam utiltise them to fill that needleaders.

issue, after all.” our electoral rolls are prepared. | willand convert what is seen as a liabilitfYou then joined the BJPand
Among other things, he also offersgive you an example. In 2008, theinto a revenue earning source? Itontested Lok Sabha elections from
“organised labour force” as a possiblé&sauhati high court, in a judgementshould be noted here that accordinGuwahati on the party ticket twice.
solution to the issue once the updatesiid one Mohammed Kamaruddin, @0 a Bangladeshi government reportwas victimised in the context of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) Pakistani citizen, after successfullyin 1980, (published iAssamese daily Assam movement and unjustly
throws up an official number of entering  Assam through Amar Axomon October 20, 2016), treated by the then Congress
“illegal immigrants” in the state. Bangladeshcontested the 1996 remittances made by Bangladeshgovernment. It was because | was the
Excerpts from the interview: assembly elections from labour constitute a major source oDIG in charge of the border at the time,
There have beenalotofwordswritten  Jamunamukh. He was in possessiorevenue for the countrfrrom $349 detecting illegal immigrants crossing
on the issue of undocumented of a Pakistani passport, on themilionin 1980, itjumped to $14.9 billion over to India. Unfortunatelgome of
immigration in Assam and the strength of which he travelled toin 2014. Cassam also look at suchmy Bengali colleagues in the police
students’agitation of the 1980sYou  Dhaka before sneaking inf@sam. options? force joined hands with the Muslim
have also written books on the The HC said in its judgement: “ThisIn 2013, you were conferred the clique, led by former chief minister
subject. What is new in your latest can happen only iAssam”. Friends of Liberation War award by ~ AnwaraTaimur (December 1980-June
book? Earlier till about the 1980s, there wasBangladesh government for yourrole  1981) because most of the names of
The situation is entirely different no organised way of immigrationin the 1971 war illegal immigrants | was detecting was
today Not justAssam, but India too from Bangladesh intdssam. ltwas Yes. | trained two batches of Muktifrom her constituency — Mangaldoi.
has missed the bus. an open border and they werdahiniinAssam during the Liberation She felt | am out to finish her politically
Inthe 1960s, 70s and the 80s, the entimoming entirely for economic War. It was a secretfair; there are no which was wrong. The government
focus was on the issue of infiltrationreasons. The poor were subjected tofficial records of it with Indian gave me an order to check the names
from East Pakistan and Bangladesmhuman atrocities by landlords, sagovernment but those who trainedand | was only doing my job.

into the Indian sidéAt that time, the they were crossing over in search ofertainly kept a record of it. There werd was devastated that | was dismissed
process of deportation was on, idand to till. Now it is being done in a 43 of us from India who weevarded from my job summarilyl put the case
spite of the fact that there was nglanned and organised manner by prime minister Hasina in Dhalipart  in the central administrative tribunal
formal agreement with East Pakistameligious fundamentalist forces. Thisfrom honouring world leaders like Fidelwhich gave the verdict in my favour
or Bangladesh on deportation. Thosangle has added an extra wing to th€astro of Cuba. Though the government challenged
days, when we deported thousandgntire issueThearrests ilAssam in  When | speak of Bangladeshi migrant, the clique working against me kept
there was no hue and cyhat was connection to the 2014 Burdwan blasin Assam, | have nothing personabuying time and didn’t submit a
happening was considered natural.intensifies such suspicion. there. Some of my good friends areounter affidavit in the tribunal.
Since then, tonnes of waters hav&his apart, another point | want toBengali. But | am only stating facts. Meanwhile, the firshGPgovernment
flown down the Brahmaputra. Theflag here is the geo-physics of oul also want to point out here that whertame to power in 1985. They did
main difference now is that humanregion. Many islands in the Southwe went to New Delhi in 2010 for thenothing to help me. Not even in their
migration, both legal and illegal, hasPacific region have already gonepeace talks on behalf of the Unitedsecond term. | was very disappointed.
become a global phenomenonunder the waters. Bangladesh Primeiberation Front oAsom (ULFA) and It was during that time, around 1986,
Today there is hardly any place inMinister Sheikh Hasina herselfmet then prime minister ManmohanA.B. Vajpayee, Jaswant Singh and
the world where there is no footprintadmitted in the United Nations thatSingh and then Congress presidemurli Manohar Joshi met me to ask,
of migrants, particularly Chinese and30 million people in her country would Sonia Gandhi, our first declaration towhy | did not join BJP knew Murli
Bangladeshi migrants. Some legalbe displacedf the coastal lines go them was: we are not secessionistdlanohar from my Allahabad
some illegal. They are everywhereunder water we have not come to support A&  University days; he was in the next
But the attitude towards immigrantsNobody has considered thesecessionist agenda&ke were part of room in the hostel.

is undergoing a vast change all ovecompulsion of the Bangladeshis du¢he talks only because we wanted Apart from my case, my intention was
the world. Even a dignitary no lessto possible climate change. Whergeaceful solution. also to go to parliament to be able to
than the Pope has asked for thwill they go? It is only to the easily What do you think of the Citizenship throw focus on the what was
sympathetic treatment of migrants. accessible India, most easily(Amendment) Bill which wants to happening irAssam at the national
The whole issue is a human issueaccessibl@ripura,West Bengal and grant Hindu Bangladeshis, among level. | contested the 1991 Lok Sabha
afterall. Assam, can they come #ll these others, citizenship on the basis of elections from the BJP and | lost. In
In America too, people were againspoints have to be factored in now taeligion? It has triggered a lot of 1996, | contested from Guwahati again
the infiltration of Mexicans. Even look at a possible solution to theprotests in most pafs ofAssam. and lost by a few thousand votes only
now they are. But there too, publicfestering problem. As you have seen, people have ndtecause thAGP candidate against
opinion, at least in some section, hagvhere, according to you, lies the accepted it. Why? It is because Nevme was backed by the URFBut the
also been tilting towards treating thesolution to this ‘festering problem’  Delhi has never understood therony of itis, | had to be inducted by
whole matter from the political angle.in Assam? mindset of thé\ssamese people.  the ULFA for drafting its charter of
Both in America and Europe, Apartfrom what | have suggested in will give you some simple examplesdemands to be submitted to the Centre
including England, illegal immigrants the book, there should be a humahere.There is an actor naméktlil  as part of its peace talks. Latpro-
are being treated as refugees. Thegpproach. | would saAssam, and Hussain fronAssam who has earnedtalks ULFA chairmanArabindra
may be given whatever is possibldor that matterindia, cart remain famed globallyHave we thought that Rajkhowa told me things were
and available to them. Just beforéslands. It is not possible for thehe is Muslim? Nowe feel proud that different then.

laying down office, former US whole world to be doing somethinghe is anAssamese artiste. Likewise,Why did you quit BJP?

president Barack Obama exempted 58nd we something else. there is a young girl, @ music realityin 2001, when the BJP wanted to have
lakh Mexican workers from the onusMany countries have agreed to admishow sensation froAssam, Nahid an alliance with Prafulla Mahanta
of being deported to their counfffnat  a certain number of migrants everyAfrin. We never thought she was(AGPleader and formérssam chief
was one reason his party lost to thgear, but when it comes to theMuslim. She is jusAssamese and minister) only to grab powenr
Conservatives. Many felt they wouldquestion of illegal migrants, therepeople from all communities of the statezehemently opposed it. The BJP
have to take on the burden of so manghould not be any compromise. Elseyoted for her in that shoWhen there central leadership sent Sunil Shastri
people. ButAmerica can dbrd it. you are only encouraging it. are other artistes Abdul Majid, thrice to my house. But | couldn’t go
Obama or the US state exempted thein the case ofssam, we are in this Baharul IslamTabajjulAli, Tariquudin  to that extent of compromise. They
from being deported, but they didn'tsituation due to an absolutely weakAhmed —they are allssamese for us, (the BJP) offered me some lucrative
give them political rights. kneed policy by the Centre andwe don't see them as Muslims. Thigosts too to stay on but | quit.
These are the realities. | want to poinbecause of state governments lookingttitude inAssam not to identify Thereafter | retired from active
out that in our case too, if you ignorethe other wayt have a feeling that the someone just on the basis of religionpolitical life.

the ground realities, there can be n€entral governments have beerffor that matter in the whole of theSome say that you were close to the
solution. This is what is new in myignoring the whole problem. For Northeast, is what Delhi (nationalRashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
book. instance, 33 years have passed sinpelitical parties) fails to understand. during the Assam agitation. Did you
So you are basically saying that the adoption of théssamAccord, To evoke religion is vote bank politics.ever join the RSS?

deportation of those found to be but they have not implemented itsThe Congress reaped rich harvest ifthis is absolutely wrong. | have
foreigners by the ongoing update main clause — which is detectionAssam by doing it. It mobilised thenothing to do with the RSS. | was
process of the National Register of deletion and deportation of the nonMuslim migrants. Now BJP is trying entirely motivated by théssamese
Citizens (NRC) inAssam, apopular citizens. | think that thAccord was to follow the same example byjatiotabad(sub-nationalismpliso, in
demand in the state, is no more an chalked out not to solve the problenpatronising the Hindu migrants. ThistheAssam movement itself, there was
option. but to defuse iAnd that is where the is wrong Also, latest reports say thatno RSS or BJP in the beginning, only
As | said, we missed the bus. Thestudent leaders of the agitation weréhe Hindus in Bangladesh are no mortowards the end. Some Hindu Bengali
time for deportation (of taken up the garden path by cunninacing religious discrimination under RSS leaders did meet me when | was
undocumented immigrants) is gonebureaucrats with the blessings of thehlasina regimenother thing is, if one the DIGThey came to request me not
But as per the terms of tiessam prime minister Rajiv Gandhi. agrees to the Bill it will be an opento touch Hindu Bangladeshis. But |
Accord and the existing laws, theyVillagers walk past CRPF personneinvitation to all Hindus from all over turned them down saying | will follow
should be detected and their namgsatrolling a road ahead of thethe world to settle down in any statewhatever the law say$hat's it.

struck of the states voterslist. My  publication of the first draft of the includingAssam.That also amounts (Contd. on Page 3)




